
New release by the Reed Organ Society! 
 

 In the ROS Bulletin, Autumn 1993, Vol. XII, No. 3 & No. 4, 
ROS published a two-part series titled The Organ Industry in 
Washington, New Jersey written by Gerry Redell. Her well-
researched material has been reprinted in this publication 
with additional material added to tell more of the story of the 
two principal companies: Beatty’s Manufactory (later 
Beethoven Organ Company) and Cornish & Company.  
 Part 1 – Focusing on Beatty and other less known 
companies, is reprinted in section one. It is followed by 
additional Beatty and Beethoven materials. Included is an 
extensive New York Times article published June 9, 1893, 
followed by original letters and advertising items. It is 94 
pages in length.  
 Part 2 – Cornish & Company, is reprinted in section two 
with a packet of materials that would have been sent to 
prospective buyers in 1890. This section contains 46 pages.  
 The book contains many illustrations, either black & white 
or in color as in the originals. This volume sells for $25 postage 
paid in the United States. For those wishing to purchase a copy 
outside the U.S., the cost including postage is: Canada $28; 
overseas $35.  
 Payment may be made via the ROS website or by sending a 
check to: 
  Reed Organ Society 
  PO Box 218 
  La Vernia, TX 78121-0218 
 

 If you have any questions, just ask the Publications 
Secretary: Charlie Robison chuck99er@yahoo.com or 816-461-7300!  

mailto:chuck99er@yahoo.com
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Reed Organ Manufacturers 

of 

Washington, New Jersey 

 

Compiled with Commentary by Charles A. Robison 

 
 

    Part 1: Beatty Manufactory, etc. ……1 
    Part 2: Cornish & Company …………95 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Needham Piano & Organ Factory, Washington, N. J. Post Card Postmarked 1912 



       Misfits Parlors 
                  Trade Card 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 You may wonder what the 
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Reed Organ Manufacturers of Washington, New Jersey 
Part 1: Beatty’s Manufactory, etc. 

 

 In the ROS Bulletin, Autumn 1993, Vol. XII, No. 3 & No. 4, 
ROS published a two-part series titled The Organ Industry in 
Washington, New Jersey written by Gerry Redell. Her well-
researched material has been reprinted in this publication with 
additional material added to tell more of the story of the two 
principal companies: Beatty’s Manufactory (later Beethoven 
Organ Company) and Cornish & Company.  
 Part One, focusing on Beatty and other less known 
companies, is reprinted in this section. It is followed by 
additional Beatty and Beethoven materials. Included is an 
extensive New York Times article published June 9, 1893, 
followed by original letters and advertising items.  
 One interesting observation is the extensive amount of text 
in Beatty’s advertising. He must surely have taken first place in 
this category!  

 

Part 1 Table of Contents 
 

 1. Reprint of Quarterly Article Part 1 ......................................................... 2 
 2. New York Times Article 1893 .................................................................  10 
 3. Beatty Instructor ......................................................................................  12 
 4. 1881 Holiday Edition Catalog .................................................................. 13 
 5. Early 1882 Beethoven Organ Flyer ....................................................... 49 
 6. Foreign Lands Booklet .............................................................................. 59 
 7. Jumbo Trade Cards ................................................................................... 60 
 8. 27 Stop Beethoven Flyer ........................................................................... 61 
 9. Mayor Beatty Cabinet and Trade cards ............................................... 65 
 10. Private Patron Offer ............................................................................... 67 
 11. ca. 1890 Publisher’s Offer ......................................................................... 68 
 12. Beatty Due Bill Form ............................................................................. 69 
 13. Four Page Flyer ........................................................................................ 70 
 14. Three Letters – “Bait & Switch” ............................................................. 72 
 15. Organ Repair Letter ................................................................................ 75 
 16. “Favor” Letters: Pres. Cleveland & Gov.-Elect Murphy, NJ ............ 76 
 17. Beethoven Organ Company Sale Series of Letters ............................. 78 
 18. Beatty’s Grand Welcome Home March 1878 ...................................... 86 
 19. Our Organ King Grand March 1881 .................................................... 90 
 20. Beatty & Potts Golden Tongue Organ ca. 1875 .................................. 94 

1



Beatty 1881 Holiday Edition Catalogue 
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1882 Jumbo Trade Card Series – Backs Identical 
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ca. 1881 Beethoven Organs Flyer 
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ca. 1881 Beethoven Organs Flyer 
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ca. 1881 Beethoven Organs Flyer 
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ca. 1881 Beethoven Organs Flyer 
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Beatty & Plotts Golden Tongue Organ ca. 1875 
Photo courtesy of Pam & Phil Fluke, England 
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Organ Manufacturers of Washington, New Jersey 
Part 2: Cornish & Company 

 

 In the ROS Bulletin, Autumn 1993, Vol. XII, No. 3 & No. 4, 
ROS published a two-part series titled “The Organ Industry in 
Washington, New Jersey” written by Gerry Redell. Her well-
researched material has been reprinted in this publication with 
additional material added to tell more of the story. “Part 2 – 
Cornish & Company,” is reprinted in this section with a packet of 
materials that would have been sent to prospective buyers in 1890.  
 But first, a short Christmas tale.  
 

  It had been a cold and snowy December and little 
 Sally’s Youth’s Companion had been delayed in the mail. 
 But on this Christmas morning after the excitement of 
 opening her presents, Sally lay by the fire reading her 
 favorite magazine. 
  She spied an ad, “Cornish & Company – Catalog sent 
 free to any address.” She cornered her parents and pleaded 
 her case.  
 

  “Even if we don’t buy an organ, I can cut the pictures 
 from the catalog and paste them in my new scrapbook I got 
 for Christmas.” 
 

  Shortly after the first of the year, a package arrived 
 in the mail for Sally. Excitedly, she opened it to see what 
 treasures it held! 
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Cornish’s Celebrated Chime Organ Installment Offer 
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Cornish’s Celebrated Chime Organ Installment Offer 
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Cornish Appendix 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1899 Cover above Featuring the Cornish Magnificent (See Opposite Page) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1914 Letter 
Completing  
a Sale after 
the Trial 
Period 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

139



Cornish Appendix 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1911 Cornish Cover above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Card above Featuring Three Generations 
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